Born Tonight

SATB with Piano or SATB a cappella

Words by Ben Johnson (1573-1637) Music by Mitchell Covington (ASCAP)
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Ben Johnson (c.1573-1637) was a poet and actor who had a lasting effect on English literature. As a
young man he was put in prison for manslaughter, having killed a man in a duel. While in prison he
converted to Roman Catholicism. He was released through the intervention of the church, forfeiting all
his property and receiving a brand on his thumb. Johnson was a friend, rival, admirer and critic of
William Shakespeare. He wrote several tragedies and contributed to the importance of the court
masque. Perhaps his best known poem is "To Celia," which begins, "Drink to me only with thine
eyes..." and has been set to music by many composers throughout the centuries.
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