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Palestinian-American poet, Deema Shehabi was born in Kuwait in 1970.
Her mother was from Gaza and her father from Jerusalem.

Deema attended The American School of Kuwait, with other Palestinian
exiles. The Kuwait of her childhood was a haven for freedom, education,
work and a place where she learned to be proud of her Palestinian
culture.

In 1988, Deema came to the United States to attend Tufts University and
attained a BA in history and international relations. She earned a
Master's in 1993 in journalism from Boston University.

In response to the 2007 bombing in Baghdad's Al-Mutanabbi Street, the
historic literary district, Shehabi and Beau Beausoleil edited an
anthology in 2012 called Al-Mutanabbi Street Starts Here of people's
responses to the bombing.

The text of Qasida of Breath evokes her memories of a beautiful land
contrasted with the current reality of a world broken by war.
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-,l ||V I'V\ % }k\) } [ } i \k\ I ] i \k\ } } } [ ./
Soprano 1 & i e E— i t‘ij ( — o o i@
The call to prayer, the call to prayer at  five a
=66
P ——— poco __——— 3<
O 1. \ ‘ ] | I\ | N ]
B LI S R . 8, A
p ﬁw ! o 1 i i i‘i
The call to prayer, the call to prayer at  five a.
=66
P — poco ___—— 3<
h [ A [— | A\ | “k [r— [r—
R v 08, Y
Alto 1 %ﬁlqz ! I E— 7 i‘qz R » » i‘q
The call to prayer, the call to prayer at  five a.
J=66 ——3——
O | I\ | I\ | N ‘ ] ‘ ]
o Db X I } I I } - I } Q I I } I i\ i\ I X
ROREEN I s o o I S et
. J Y — ! Y | [ S— [I—
Piano p A poco ———— _
For rehearsal only
0 |Ir):l, % D) - %
s = 3} i
[y
——— — mp —— _

) ‘ ‘
7 \

S1 WW—R—'/—J—‘—’J}—P—M‘QZ‘_M_J_J_J
D 4 i 4 ! —
J 4

m* spreads my fing - ers o - ver__ the scars, __ ov - er the
——— _ — _
| | N | | ‘ N 33—
o D F I A I I Q I N L, | L, | I /1 I N 4 4 4 ]
S2 L | \\J | | | | s 3 | ] | | | |
Q) -3 S
* d fing - - th - th
m* spreads my ing - ers ov - er___ e scars, ov - er the
Al

m* spreads my

fing - ers ov - er the

| ] = =Vttt
D ——— — | mp _—3—
49—5—1‘—7—:5‘ A [— 3
b P24 —— i — ‘ ] } A — ‘ ‘ 54— N —E—
G ' ========= =

*Prounounce the letter name, "em,"
not the sound, "mm."
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One soprano

sings top note.
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